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SLPS Spotlight News is a publication from the St. Louis Public School District’s Public Information Office. Each issue offers story ideas and provides media with information about what is going on in the district. 

To submit upcoming activities and events; student and/or staff awards and recognitions; or individual school stories please email Julie Linder at Julie.Linder@slps.org. 
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Headline News

Organization celebrates birthday with surprise for students
Historic Sumner High has six months to improve
St. Louis area remembers philanthropist "Des" Lee | St. Louis ...
Woerner students offer Helping Hands
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Ranken Dual Enrollment Program
Woerner Helping Hands
Curriculum Management Audit Team of Phi Delta Kappa to Receive Public Comments

January 24th-29th, 2010, the St. Louis Public Schools will be undergoing a Curriculum Management Audit by a team of professionals from Phi Delta Kappa. This team will be studying the district’s processes and the design and delivery of curriculum to make recommendations for improving academic performance.  As part of the audit the team from Phi Delta Kappa has asked staff and interested members of the public to come and present comments and/or issues of concern. 

Interviews will be held in 15 minute increments on January 25th, 2010 from 5:00-6:00pm and January 26th, 2010 from 4:30-6:00pm at the district’s Central Office, 801 N. 11th St.  To make an appointment please contact June Bodeman by calling (314) 345-2479 or via email  june.bodeman@slps.org. For more information regarding this process, follow this link:    http://www.pdkintl.org/curriculum/curriculumAudits.htm
Teach for America-St. Louis Names “2009 Outstanding Principal of the Year” 

From Rhonda Stewart, Regional Communications Director, Teach for America 

Teach For America – St. Louis has selected Susan Reid, Principal of Compton Drew Middle School, as the 2009 Outstanding Principal of the Year.  Susan was chosen for her dedicated work and relentless pursuit for educational equity that she exhibits on a daily basis.  Principal Reid is a true leader and exemplifies the role of principal in her school.  Krista Clement, a Teach For America corps member said “Ms. Reid is extremely understanding and compassionate.  She prepares her teachers for success.  She gives us what we need to support our students.”

Susan Reid accepted the award during the 2009 Teach For America Holiday Celebration on December 4th, 2009.  Compton Drew Middle School has nine Teach for America corps members. Principal Reid is a wonderful steward of our community, and we thank her for her dedication to the students of St. Louis, and we look forward to working with her in the future. 
Students Enjoy Continued Success at ACE Learning Centers

In what is becoming a banner year for ACE Learning Centers in the SLPS, 52 students graduated at the conclusion of the first semester of the 2009-2010 school year. This number exceeds the program’s December graduates from both of the previous two years combined.

ACE is among the district’s dropout prevention strategies. Participants earn credit towards an SLPS diploma in a non-traditional setting that features a 6-to-1 student-teacher ratio, individualized instruction and a computer-assisted curriculum. The privately owned program currently operates six centers within the City of St. Louis.

During ACE Learning Centers’ current association with the district, which dates back to 2007, 337 students have graduated as a result of their participation and hard work. ACE also operates an after-school credit recovery program that is available free-of-charge to the general SLPS high school population.

Congratulations Etta Reece!

Etta Reece, a junior at Roosevelt High School, for won first place in the Dr. Martin Luther King Junior Scholarship Essay Contest sponsored YMCA of Greater St. Louis. The essay was themed "All labor that uplifts humanity has dignity and importance and should be undertaken with painstaking excellence." Etta Reece will be recognized during the Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Commemorative Breakfast held January 18th, 7:30am, at the Ball Park Hilton.  Approximately 800 guests will be in attendance when she receives her $1,000 scholarship. 
MySci Program at Mallinckrodt a HUGE SUCCESS!

Mallinckrodt ABI Elementary School is currently participating in the My Sci Program, an inquiry based science program, sponsored by Monsanto. It provides curriculum and classroom kits in plants, animals, and earth science for kindergarten through second grade. The program also includes a visit from the Investigation Station, a roving vehicle that holds innovative exhibits and specimens, allowing the students to learn through climbing, crawling, seeing, hearing and smelling. Parents were also asked to visit the roving vehicle during an Open House event.  Students, parents, and teachers have been enjoying this innovative, hands-on, science learning opportunity. 

FORD SCHOOL MUSTANGS & PARENTS ASSISTING IN THE HEALING OF HAITI

Students, their families, and staff from Ford Community Education Full Service School are keeping in their thoughts those families in Haiti in their time of tremendous tragedy and loss of loved ones.  In efforts to help those affected by the earthquake, the school is coming together by donating allowances, working to earn extra money, or lending a helping hand wherever positive  to reach out to the children in Haiti.

“I have implemented incentives to help encourage the students to press on and to remember that this type of tragedy can happen anywhere, even St. Louis, and that it is better to give than to receive,” said Denise Segers, Principal at Ford. 

Upcoming Events

National Influenza Vaccination Week!  Free H1N1 Influenza Vaccination Clinics-Open to Everyone 

Saturday, January 16, 2010

10:00 A.M. – 4:00 P.M 

Vashon High CEFSS 3035 Cass Avenue (63103)

Thursday, January 21, 2010 

1:00 P.M. – 5:00 P.M. 

St. Louis University Allied Health Professions Building 

3rd Floor Multipurpose Room 3437 Caroline Mall (63014)
Small children, pregnant women and persons with chronic health conditions remain at high risk for serious illness from H1N1 flu. It is strongly recommended that these people get vaccinated!
Please join a special 4th Ward/Ville Neighborhood Day of Service “LIVE THE DREAM, LIVE UNITED” Monday, Jan. 18, 2010, in honor of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

Projects:
Litter cleanup and community beautification

Where:  
Fresh Start Academy (in Turner Middle School), 2615 Billups Ave.
Time: 

Arrive/Registration: 
9:30 a.m. to 10:00 a.m.



Service:

10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.



Dialogue/Reflection:
1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m.

***All Volunteers Will Receive a Free Lunch & T-Shirt***

SIGN UP TO VOLUNTEER

Contact Evelyn Smith, evelynsmi@gmail.com, Phone: (314) 605-5315
8th Grade College Exploration Conferences

The Division of Career and Technical Education will again offer the Eighth Grade College Exploration Conferences.  Eighth grade is not too early to begin planning and preparing for college.  By visiting a campus in 8th grade, students can begin investigating different types of colleges, learning about entrance requirements, gathering financial information and taking the necessary steps in high school to ensure college admissions.  All of this is enhanced with a student booklet providing resources for high school and post secondary planning.  All programs are held on the college/university campuses from 9:30 AM to 1:00 PM. 

Following is the schedule of programs for the second semester of the 2009/2010 school year:




January 20 -   Yeatman-Liddell Jr. High Prep @ Webster University




January 27 –  L’Ouverture Middle School @ St. Louis Community College – Forest Park




February 11 – Carr Lane VPA @ Ranken Technical College




February 17 – McKinley CJA @ Washington University




February 19 – Fanning Middle School @ University of Missouri – St. Louis




February 23 – Busch AAA @ Harris Stowe State University




February 24 – Peabody K-8 eMints @ St. Louis University




March 2 -        Lyon @ Blow K-8 @ Webster University




March 4 -       Gateway Middle School @ St. Louis Community College @ Meramec




March 5 -       Stevens Middle School @ University of Missouri – St. Louis

If you have any questions, contact Cathy Gutjahr, Program Manager, at 345-5715.

GREEN YOUR FUTURE

The Division of Career and Technical Education is co-sponsoring a NEW 7th Grade program called Green Your Future.  It will focus on science careers such as green engineering/architecture, conservation, biofuels, renewable energy, geology, plant/earth science, climate science, botany and public health issues.  This program is in collaboration with the MO Botanical Garden, the Academy of Science of St. Louis and the Career and Technical Education Office.  At the MO Botanical Garden Commerce Bank Science Education Center, four professionals in the science areas previously mentioned will demonstrate their careers and the relevance of why science is so important to our future.   After the presentations, the students will have an opportunity to participate in a scavenger hunt at the MO Botanical Garden.

All the programs are from 9:00 AM to 1:00 PM and the schedule for this year is as follows:

· January 21 – L’Ouverture, Lyon@Blow, Compton Drew ILC

· January 22 – Gateway Middle, Fanning, Carr Lane VPA

· February 18 – Long, McKinley, Peabody 

On February 12, a similar high school program for 9th graders will be offered.  Schools participating are Clyde C. Miller Career Academy, Gateway High, Roosevelt High School and selected students from Yeatman-Liddell Middle School.

If you have any questions about the program, please contact Cathy Gutjahr, Program Manager, Division of Career and Technical Education, at 345-5715.

St. Louis American Foundation to Host Healthy Happy Hour at Vashon

Thursday, January, 21, 2010, the St. Louis American Foundation and the Deaconess Foundation will be hosting a Healthy Happy Hour at Vashon Community Education Full Service School, 3035 Cass. This event is free and open to the public. Yoga stretching, line dancing, health tips, delicious food, music, and prizes will be available. 

Curriculum Management Audit Team of Phi Delta Kappa to Receive Public Comments

January 24th-29th, 2010, the St. Louis Public Schools will be undergoing a Curriculum Management Audit by a team of professionals from Phi Delta Kappa. This team will be studying the district’s processes and the design and delivery of curriculum to make recommendations for improving academic performance.  As part of the audit the team from Phi Delta Kappa has asked staff and interested member of the public to come and present comments and/or issues of concern. 

Interviews will be held in 15 minute increments on January 25th, 2010 from 5:00-6:00pm and January 26th, 2010 from 4:30-6:00pm at the district’s Central Office, 801 N. 11th St.  To make an appointment please contact June Bodeman by calling (314) 345-2479 or via email  june.bodeman@slps.org. For more information regarding this process, follow this link:    http://www.pdkintl.org/curriculum/curriculumAudits.htm
Monroe MAP SUPERSTARS
Come help us celebrate the academic achievement of the select students and teachers who helped Monroe make Annual Yearly Progress for the 2008-2009 school year. These students may bring one parent/guardian to the luncheon on Tuesday, January 26, at 1:30 p.m. 

Monroe eMINTS Academy, 3641 Missouri Ave.
Please RSVP by email to Michelle.Northington@slps.org 
Soldan ISHS to Host Global Gateway Presentation

On Thursday, January 28 at 8:50 a.m. Soldan International Studies High School’s Introduction to Speech and Journalism class will host an open forum with international journalist William Wheeler.  Mr. Wheeler has reported on political affairs from East Asia, Southeast Asia and the Middle East.  His work has appeared in The Baltimore Sun, The Orange County Register, Beirut’s Daily Star and The Christian Science Monitor amongst others.  He is a recipient of an Earth Journalism award, received at the UN Climate Change Conference in Copenhagen for his story, “The Water’s Edge.” Mr. Wheeler will speak with Soldan students about his work covering global climate change, including the social, economic and political affects of global warming. 

The program is in cooperation with the World Security Institute's Pulitzer Center on Crisis Reporting. The Center's goal is to raise the standard of coverage of global affairs, and to do so in a way that engages both the general public and government policy-makers. The Pulitzer Center has created The Global Gateway program as a way of bringing together high school students with journalists covering these less known stories. 

The current Global Gateway project covers the work of Mr. Wheeler as he traveled around the world covering people in such places as Nepal, Kashmir and Bangladesh.  Students from Soldan as well as several schools around the country were able to communicate with Mr. Wheeler via a blog set up on the Global Gateway website. 

After conducting their own independent research and discussion sessions, this open forum will allow the students to meet the journalist for the first time and ask questions about the project face to face.  

For more information contact Dr. Hamid Azimiaraghi at 799-5800 or Hamid.Azimiaraghi@slps.org
Long CEFSS to serve as testing site for applicants for the 2010 Census

Long Middle Community Education Full Service School, located at 5028 Morganford Rd., will be hosting testing sessions in the extended library on the following days:

Friday, 1/29/10 - sessions at 9am and 1pm

Friday, 2/5/10 - sessions at 9am and 1pm

Friday, 2/12/10 - sessions at 9am and 1pm

 A projected 15 applicants can be tested per session.  For additional applicant testing sites and times, applicants may call the local census office @ 314-800-0660 or the Census toll-free # 1-866-861-2010.  Application information and practice tests can be found at www.2010censusjobs.gov
8th Annual St. Louis Performing Arts Night

The Fox Performing Arts Charitable Foundation presents the 8th Annual St. Louis Performing Arts Night at the Fabulous Fox Theatre on Thursday, February 11, 2010, at 7:00pm. Free general admission tickets are available through participating schools or the Fox Theatre Box Office, 527 N. Grand.  For more information please visit www.foxpacf.org
BUDER BULLDOG CHALLENGE-Trivia Night

Friday, March 5th

Doors open at 6:30 p.m. Questions start at 7:00 p.m.

Buder Elementary School, 5319 Lansdowne

Contact: Mr. Bill Wamser bill.wamser@slps.org for reservations Or Call (314) 352-4343

· $20 per person/$120 for a table of 8

· Soda and Snacks provided

· Cash prizes for 1st and 2nd place finishes

· Additional prizes awarded for Best Appetizers and Best Table Decorations

Resources and Opportunities for Students and Staff

Office Professional Support Staff Scholarship Application

Through donors to the St. Louis Public Schools Foundation, the Office Professional Support Staff Scholarship Committee will provide a monetary award in the amount of $300 - $1500 for qualified St. Louis Public Schools Office Professional Support Staff.  The scholarship is to be used at any accredited college or university in the St. Louis Metropolitan area for tuition and fees.

The application is due by February 5, 2010. Announcement of the award winner(s) will be made April 9, 2010.

For more information please contact:
Nicole J. Roberts, Information Technology, 314-345-4413 or nicole.roberts@slps.org 
SLPS PD Courses for Teachers

Call Georgiaetta Binion at 314/345-4417 to register

	course #3—Date change MADE

Teacher Made Assessments:  Learn best practices in creating and scoring assessments in this hands-on workshop series of three sessions.  All Levels.

Cohort C Meets:  4:30-6:30PM

Jan. 20, 2010

Jan. 27, 2010

Feb. 10, 2010

Central VPA PD Room

Call PD Office: 314/345-4417
	course #4

Lesson Design and Delivery:  Learn the components of effective lesson design and strategies to deliver great lessons.  All Levels.

Meets 3x:  4:30-6:30PM

Jan. 19, 2010

Feb. 2, 2010

Feb. 16, 2010

Mullanphy Elem. Conf. Room

Call PD Office: 314/345-4417

	Take charge of your professional growth and register today!
	Course #7 (NEW SESSION)

Start Fresh with Classroom Management:  Prepare to jump start your classroom management for the rest of the school year with Routines, Procedures, Rules, and Consequences.  All Levels.

Meets:  5:00:-7:30PM

Jan. 20, 2010

Board of Education Room, 3-6

Call PD Office: 314/345-4417

	Pearson Booster Session—MAP preparation and MAP-like assessments Gr. 1-5

Team Collaboration and Lesson Walk-Through PK-K

See Flyer for Details!

Email:  nancywilliams@slps.org

	“Few things are impossible to diligence and skill. Great works are performed not by strength, but perseverance.” 

Samuel Johnson
English author, critic, & lexicographer (1709 - 1784) 
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